Hmong History Of A People
When people should go to the books stores, search instigation by shop, shelf
by shelf, it is in fact problematic. This is why we offer the books compilations in
this website. It will agreed ease you to see guide Hmong History Of A People
as you such as.
By searching the title, publisher, or authors of guide you in reality want, you
can discover them rapidly. In the house, workplace, or perhaps in your method
can be every best place within net connections. If you take aim to download
and install the Hmong History Of A People, it is unquestionably simple then,
previously currently we extend the join to purchase and create bargains to
download and install Hmong History Of A People as a result simple!

A People's History of the Hmong Paul Hillmer 2014-11-21 A rich narrative
history of the worldwide community of Hmong people, exploring their cultural
practices, war and refugee camp experiences, and struggles and triumphs as
citizens of new countries.
Modern Jungles Pao Lor 2021-02-17 As a five-year-old boy, Pao Lor joined
thousands of Hmong who fled for their lives through the jungles of Laos in the
aftermath of war. After a difficult and perilous journey that neither of his
parents survived, he reached the safety of Thailand, but the young refugee
boy’s challenges were only just beginning. Born in a small farming village, Pao
was destined to be a Hmong clan leader, wedding negotiator, or shaman. But
the course of his life changed dramatically in the 1970s, when the Hmong
faced persecution for their role in helping US forces fighting communism in the
region. After more than two years in Thai refugee camps, Pao and his
surviving family members boarded the belly of an “iron eagle” bound for the
United States, where he pictured a new life of comfort and happiness. Instead,
Pao found himself navigating a frightening and unfamiliar world, adjusting to a
string of new schools and living situations while struggling to fulfill the hopes
his parents had once held for his future. Now in Modern Jungles, Pao Lor
shares his inspiring coming-of-age tale about perseverance, grit, and hope.
Included are discussion questions for use by book clubs, in classrooms, or
around the dinner table.
Hmong and American

Vincent K. Her 2012
The Making of Hmong America Kou Yang 2017-10-05 This study examines
the Hmong community’s role in the US war in Laos and their eventual
resettlement in the United States. In particular, it analyzes their process of
acculturation into American society since the 1970s, their reception by the
American people and government, and the creation of Hmong enclaves
throughout the country.
Culture and Customs of the Hmong Gary Y. Lee 2010 This book is the first to
balance an account of the traditional life and history of the Hmong as a global
people, with a full account of their modern, urban lives. * A chronology from
the earliest history of the Hmong to the present day * Numerous photographs
depicting Hmong culture and artifacts * Glossaries of English, Hmong, Latin,
and Chinese terms
The Hmong Chris Nou Her Xiong 1995
History on the Run Ma Vang 2021-01-22 During its secret war in Laos
(1961–1975), the United States recruited proxy soldiers among the Hmong
people. Following the war, many of these Hmong soldiers migrated to the
United States with refugee status. In History on the Run Ma Vang examines
the experiences of Hmong refugees in the United States to theorize refugee
histories and secrecy, in particular those of the Hmong. Vang conceptualizes
these histories as fugitive histories, as they move and are carried by people
who move. Charting the incomplete archives of the war made secret through
redacted US state documents, ethnography, film, and literature, Vang shows
how Hmong refugees tell their stories in ways that exist separately from
narratives of U.S. empire and that cannot be traditionally archived. In so doing,
Vang outlines a methodology for writing histories that foreground refugee
epistemologies despite systematic attempts to silence those histories.
Hmong America Chia Youyee Vang 2010 An unprecedented inside view of the
Hmong experience in America.
Hmong Means Free Sucheng Chan 2010-08-17 Three generations of Hmong
refugees expose the trauma and the joy of their lives.
Fly Until You Die Chia Youyee Vang 2019-03-05 During the Vietnam War, the
US Air Force secretly trained pilots from Laos, skirting Lao neutrality in order
to bolster the Royal Lao Air Force and their own war efforts. Beginning in
1964, this covert project, "Water Pump," operated out of Udorn Airbase in
Thailand with the support of the CIA. This Secret War required recruits from
Vietnam-border region willing to take great risks--a demand that was met by
the marginalized Hmong ethnic minority. Soon, dozens of Hmong men were
training at Water Pump and providing air support to the US-sponsored
clandestine army in Laos. Short and problematic training that resulted in varied
skill levels, ground fire, dangerous topography, bad weather conditions, and

poor aircraft quality, however, led to a nearly 50 percent casualty rate, and
those pilots who survived mostly sought refuge in the United States after the
war. Drawing from numerous oral history interviews, Fly Until You Die brings
their stories to light for the first time--in the words of those who lived it.
Hmong, History of a People Keith Quincy 1995 Most Hmong today live in
China, Laos, northern Vietnam, Thailand, and Burma, and are all descendants
(it is speculated) of Hmong who originally migrated from central Siberia.
Bamboo Among the Oaks Mai Neng Moua 2002 A groundbreaking anthology
that chronicles the emerging literary voice of a contemporary American
immigrant community.
Hmong American Concepts of Health, Healing, and Conventional Medicine Dia
Cha 2003 Examines Hmong American concepts of health, illness and healing,
and looks at the Hmong American experience with conventional medicine. In
this, it identifies factors that either obstruct or enable healthcare delivery to the
Hmong.
An Introduction to Hmong Culture Ya Po Cha 2014-01-10 Presenting a holistic
perspective of the Hmong way of life, this book touches on every aspect of the
Hmong culture, including an overview of their history and traditions,
relationships between Hmong parents and their children, the rites and
traditions of Hmong wedding and funeral ceremonies, the celebration of the
Hmong New Year, home restrictions and other superstitious taboos, arts and
politics. The book features and explains many Hmong words, phrases and
proverbs. Instructors considering this book for use in a course may request an
examination copy here.
Tragic Mountains Jane Hamilton-Merritt 1993 Examines the Hmong's struggle
for freedom and survival from 1942 to the present
Who are the Hmong People? Kha Yang Xiong 2019-11-11 This nonfiction
children's book teaches about the Hmong people. It gives a brief history of the
Hmong people and it also gives information about their culture, traditions,
religion, food, and clothing.
Sky Is Falling Gayle L. Morrison 2007-10-31 "Starting in 1960, Hmong
guerrillas, under the command of General Vang Pao, functioned as operatives
in the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency's secret war against communist forces
in Laos. This enabled the CIA to maintain the perception of United States
neutrality in Laos and engage North Vietnamese troops in Laos who would
otherwise fight in South Vietnam. In exchange, the U.S. government pledged
to care for the Hmong if Laos fell, and, in May 1975, the evacuated more than
2,500 Hmong soldiers and families. Many of those involved in the action
provide herein a firsthand account of the 14-day evacuation and the events
leading up to it, documenting the political and human aspects of this unusual

historical event"--P. [4] of cover.
Ethnic Origins Jeremy Hein 2006-04-13 Immigration studies have increasingly
focused on how immigrant adaptation to their new homelands is influenced by
the social structures in the sending society, particularly its economy. Less
scholarly research has focused on the ways that the cultural make-up of
immigrant homelands influences their adaptation to life in a new country. In
Ethnic Origins, Jeremy Hein investigates the role of religion, family, and other
cultural factors on immigrant incorporation into American society by comparing
the experiences of two little-known immigrant groups living in four different
American cities not commonly regarded as immigrant gateways. Ethnic Origins
provides an in-depth look at Hmong and Khmer refugees—people who left
Asia as a result of failed U.S. foreign policy in their countries. These groups
share low socio-economic status, but are vastly different in their norms,
values, and histories. Hein compares their experience in two small
towns—Rochester, Minnesota and Eau Claire, Wisconsin—and in two big
cities—Chicago and Milwaukee—and examines how each group adjusted to
these different settings. The two groups encountered both community
hospitality and narrow-minded hatred in the small towns, contrasting sharply
with the cold anonymity of the urban pecking order in the larger cities. Hein
finds that for each group, their ethnic background was more important in
shaping adaptation patterns than the place in which they settled. Hein shows
how, in both the cities and towns, the Hmong’s sharply drawn ethnic
boundaries and minority status in their native land left them with less affinity for
U.S. citizenship or “Asian American” panethnicity than the Khmer, whose
ethnic boundary is more porous. Their differing ethnic backgrounds also
influenced their reactions to prejudice and discrimination. The Hmong, with a
strong group identity, perceived greater social inequality and supported
collective political action to redress wrongs more than the individualistic
Khmer, who tended to view personal hardship as a solitary misfortune, rather
than part of a larger-scale injustice. Examining two unique immigrant groups in
communities where immigrants have not traditionally settled, Ethnic Origins
vividly illustrates the factors that shape immigrants’ response to American
society and suggests a need to refine prevailing theories of immigration. Hein’s
book is at once a novel look at a little-known segment of America’s melting pot
and a significant contribution to research on Asian immigration to the United
States. A Volume in the American Sociological Association’s Rose Series in
Sociology
Hmong in Wisconsin Mai Zong Vue 2020-03-16 Unknown to many Americans
at the time, the Hmong helped the US government fight Communists in Laos
during the Secret War of the 1960s and 1970s, a parallel conflict to the
Vietnam War. When Saigon fell and allies withdrew, the surviving Hmong fled

for their lives, spending years in Thai refugee camps before being relocated to
the United States and other countries. Many of these families found homes in
Wisconsin, which now has the third largest Hmong population in the country,
following California and Minnesota. As one of the most recent cultural groups
to arrive in the Badger State, the Hmong have worked hard to establish a new
life here, building support systems to preserve traditions and to help one
another as they enrolled in schools, started businesses, and strived for
independence. Told with a mixture of scholarly research, interviews, and
personal experience of the author, this latest addition to the popular People of
Wisconsin series shares the Hmong’s varied stories of survival and hope as
they have become an important part of Wisconsin communities.
A Story of the People Chao Vang 2013 The current History/Social Science
Framework currently used by social studies educators in today's classroom is
substantially out of date as it was written in 1986. The primary authors of this
document were European American senior scholars working within a
European American perspective who in return must have been educated in the
early 1970s. As a result, the "History/Social Science is structured largely as a
story of European immigration and the construction of a nation around JudeoChristian values and European political institutions" (Sleeter & Stillman, 2005,
p. 43) due to the political and ethnic makeup of the people commissioned to
draft the 1986 framework. Since the initial adoption in 1987, the History/Social
Science Framework is supposed to be updated every seven years but has
been "readopted three times with only minor updates" (Sleeter & Stillman,
2005 p. 33). According to Campbell (2000), "the classical, Eurocentric
curriculum inaccurately represents history and the humanities, discounting or
ignoring the contributions of people of color" (p. 305) Because of this, the
present History/Social Science curriculum is divorced from the realities and
experiences of the youth, particularly, students of color many of who cannot
relate to History/Social Science curriculum. The historical content, facts and
figures printed in textbooks and taught by educators is predetermined. Due to
the framework, most schools fail to teach an accurate or omits, the complete
history of minorities, such as the recruitment and contribution of the Hmong by
the CIA during the conflict in Vietnam. This is a problem created in part by the
failure to revise the History/Social Science Framework and Standards. Thus,
with this lack of an inclusive and equitable curriculum, the responsibility is
placed on teachers to develop the multicultural and Hmong focused lessons
for California's students. The absence of Hmong American history from the
standard curriculum in today's public schools has created a disconnection with
Hmong American's identity, culture and heritage. Hmong American students
feel alienated because they are group labeled and lumped as the model
minority and their culture and history is excluded as a larger part of American

history. For this reason, proponents of teaching and incorporating history of
minorities history into the curricula suggest a student learning about his or her
culture not only improves individual self-esteem and provides a sense of
identity, but raises their grades and increases interest in school (Asante, 1991;
Banks, 1993; King 1992; Ladson-Billing, 1999). The same can be said for
Hmong American students who feel alienated because the history and
contribution of the Hmong is underrepresented in school curriculum. Thus, the
teaching of this supplemental unit on Hmong American history in a school
setting intention is to provide an equitable and need to empower Hmong
American students, who are one of the lowest academically performing
minorities in California underrepresented and overtly omitted in school
curriculum. For this supplemental unit on Hmong and their contribution to
American in Laos during the conflict in Southeast Asia to be successful, the
author identify that the incorporation and implementing culturally responsive
and critical pedagogical teaching strategies in essential.
Hmong in America, Journey from a Secret War Tim Pfaff 1995 Hmong in
America is the dramatic story of one of America's newest groups of
immigrants, the Hmong, told through the voices of the people who lived this
contemporary history. Their journey begins in the scenic, rugged highlands of
Laos, travels through the Vietnam War, pauses in the over-crowded refugee
camps of Thailand, and ends with the challenges of resettlement and a new
life in America. Distributed for the Chippewa Valley Museum, Eau Claire,
Wisconsin.
The History of a People Movement Timothy T. Vang 2000
The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down Anne Fadiman 2012-04-24 A study
in the collision between Western medicine and the beliefs of a traditional
culture focuses on a hospitalized child of Laotian immigrants whose belief that
illness is a spiritual matter comes into conflict with doctors' methods.
Diversity in Diaspora Mark Edward Pfeifer 2013-01-31 This anthology wrestles
with Hmong Americans’ inclusion into and contributions to Asian American
studies, as well as to American history and culture and refugee, immigrant,
and diasporic trajectories. It negotiates both Hmong American political and
cultural citizenship, meticulously rewriting the established view of the Hmong
as “new” Asian neighbors—an approach articulated, Hollywood style, in Clint
Eastwood’s film Gran Torino. The collection boldly moves Hmong American
studies away from its usual groove of refugee recapitulation that entrenches
Hmong Americans points-of-origin and acculturation studies rather than
propelling the field into other exciting academic avenues. Following a summary
of more than three decades’ of Hmong American experience and a
demographic overview, chapters investigate the causes of and solutions to
socioeconomic immobility in the Hmong American community and political and

civic activism, including Hmong American electoral participation and its affects
on policymaking. The influence of Hmong culture on young men is examined,
followed by profiles of female Hmong leaders who discuss the challenges they
face and interviews with aging Hmong Americans. A section on arts and
literature looks at the continuing relevance of oral tradition to Hmong
Americans’ successful navigation in the diaspora, similarities between rap and
kwv txhiaj (unrehearsed, sung poetry), and Kao Kalia Yang’s memoir, The
Latehomecomer. The final chapter addresses the lay of the land in Hmong
American studies, constituting a comprehensive literature review. Diversity in
Diaspora showcases the desire to shape new contours of Hmong American
studies as Hmong American scholars themselves address new issues. It
represents an essential step in carving out space for Hmong Americans as
primary actors in their own right and in placing Hmong American studies within
the purview of Asian American studies.
Dia's Story Cloth Dia Cha 1998-04-01 Published to widespread acclaim in
hardcover, Dia's Story Cloth tells the tale of a young girl and her family's
displacement during the war in Laos and Vietnam. The Hmong people's
search for freedom is depicted on a colorful story cloth. Full color.
Harvesting Pa Chay's Wheat Keith Quincy 2011-07 In Harvesting Pa Chay's
Wheat, Keith Quincy exposes, with damning clarity, what has been long
excluded from the official record of America's military involvement in Southeast
Asia: the secret war in Laos and its tragic consequences for the Hmong people
and their culture. Exploited for the geographical location of their ancestral
lands by the French, Americans, Vietnamese, and Chinese and callously
manipulated by the same groups because of the nonaggressive, agrarian
structure of their tribal units, by the early 1980s virtually the entire Hmong
society had fled to Thailand and the United States, making them a people, a
culture, a whole way of being, in exile. Keith Quincy's landmark work shows us
the how and why of this terrible outcome, lest we forget that when the fighting
stops the devastations of war go on.
A Free People Dave Moore 2003 A FREE PEOPLE cronicles the Hmong
culture, history, folktalese, customs such as Hmong New Year as well as the
their journey to America. Based on interviews with elders and parents by
Homng youth in Minnesota, it helps the Hmong learn about their heritage and
to introduce others to the Hmong culture, history and their place in American
history.
I Begin My Life All Over Lillian Faderman 1999-04-13 I Begin My Life All Over
is an oral history of 36 real-life strangers in a strange land, an intimate study of
the immigrant experience in contemporary America.
Dreams of the Hmong Kingdom Mai Na M. Lee 2015-06-16 Authoritative and
original, Dreams of the Hmong Kingdom is among the first works of its kind,

exploring the influence that French colonialism and Hmong leadership had on
the Hmong people's political and social aspirations.
Mai Ya's Long Journey Sheila Terman Cohen 2013-11-26 The story of Mai Ya
Xiong and her family and their journey from the Ban Vinai refugee camp in
Thailand to a new life in Madison, Wisconsin, is extraordinary. Yet it is typical
of the stories of the 200,000 Hmong people who now live in the United States
and who struggle to adjust to American society while maintaining their own
culture as a free people. Mai Ya's Long Journey follows Mai Ya Xiong, a young
Hmong woman, from her childhood in Thailand's Ban Vinai Refugee Camp to
her current home in Wisconsin. Mai Ya's parents fled Laos during the Vietnam
War and were refugees in Thailand for several years before reaching the
United States. But the story does not end there. Students will read the
challenges Mai Ya faces in balancing her Hmong heritage and her adopted
American culture as she grows into adulthood.
Hmong in Minnesota Chia Youyee Vang 2009-06-25 Minnesota has always
been a land of immigrants. Successive waves have each made their own way,
found their place, and made it their home. The Hmong are one of the most
recent immigrant groups, and their remarkable and moving story is told in
"Hmong in Minnesota." Chia Youyee Vang reveals the colorful, intricate history
of Hmong Minnesotans, many of whom were forced to flee their homeland of
Laos when the communists seized power during the Vietnam War. Having
assisted U.S. troops in the "Secret War," Hmong soldiers and civilians were
eligible to settle in the United States. Vang offers a unique window into the
lives of the Minnesota Hmong through the stories of individuals who represent
the experiences of many. One voice is that of Mao Heu Thao, one of the first
refugees to come to Minnesota, sponsored by Catholic Charities in 1976. She
tells of the unexpectedly cold weather, the strange food, and the kindness of
her hosts. By introducing readers to the immigrants themselves, "Hmong in
Minnesota" conveys a population's struggle to adjust to new environments,
build communities, maintain cultural practices, and make its mark on
government policies and programs. Chia Youyee Vang was born in Laos and
as a child escaped with her family to the United States. An assistant professor
of history at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, she specializes in the
study of Hmong community-building efforts.
The Autoimmune Wellness Handbook Mickey Trescott 2016-11-01 The way
autoimmune disease is viewed and treated is undergoing a major change as
an estimated 50 million Americans (and growing) suffer from these conditions.
For many patients, the key to true wellness is in holistic treatment, although
they might not know how to begin their journey to total recovery. The
Autoimmune Wellness Handbook, from Mickey Trescott and Angie Alt of
Autoimmune-Paleo.com, is a comprehensive guide to living healthfully with

autoimmune disease. While conventional medicine is limited to medication or
even surgical fixes, Trescott and Alt introduce a complementary solution that
focuses on seven key steps to recovery: inform, collaborate, nourish, rest,
breathe, move, and connect. Each step demystifies the process to reclaim
total mind and body health. With five autoimmune conditions between them,
Trescott and Alt have achieved astounding results using the premises laid out
in the book. The Autoimmune Wellness Handbook goes well beyond nutrition
and provides the missing link so that you can get back to living a vibrant,
healthy life.
The Hmong of Southeast Asia Sandra Millett 2001-01-01 Describes the
traditions of the Hmong people; how they live on a daily basis; and how they
are working to preserve their heritage despite technology.
A History of the Hmong Thomas S. Vang 2008 This is the first completely upto-date Hmong history book ever written by a member of the Hmong people. It
describes the earliest civilizations of the Hmong and Miao in China, and why
some of the Hmong migrated into Southeast Asia in the early 19th century,
particularly to Vietnam, Laos and Thailand; and how the Hmong of Laos were
involved with the Lao civil war, especially the secret war from 1962 to 1975
that caused almost a hundred thousand Hmong to flee to Thailand and
Western countries as political refugees after the Communists takeover. This
book includes the forcible repatriation of the Lao-Hmong asylum seekers at
Nam Khao refugee camp in Thailand back to Laos in late 2009 and the arrest
and discharge of former General Vang Pao by the U.S. authorities. "[It] is full
of fascinating materials [and] a wonderful book. Congratulations," commented
by Dr Nicholas C. T. Tapp, Senior Fellow in the Department of Anthropology,
Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies, the Australian National
University.
Hmong Americans in Michigan Martha Aladjem Bloomfield 2014-08-01 The
Hmong people, originating from the mountainous regions of China, Vietnam,
Thailand, and Laos, are unique among American immigrants because of their
extraordinary history of migration; loyalty to one another; prolonged abuse,
trauma, and suffering at the hands of those who dominated them; profound
loss; and independence, as well as their amazing capacity to adapt and
remain resilient over centuries. This introduction to their experience in
Michigan discusses Hmong American history, culture, and more specifically
how they left homelands filled with brutality and warfare to come to the United
States since the mid-1970s. More than five thousand Hmong Americans live in
Michigan, and many of them have faced numerous challenges as they have
settled in the Midwest. How did these brave and innovative people adapt to
strange new lives thousands of miles away from their homelands? How have
they preserved their past through time and place, advanced their goals, and

cultivated plans for their children and education? What are their lives like in the
diaspora? As this book documents via personal interviews and extensive
research, despite the tremendous losses they have suffered for many years,
the Hmong people in Michigan continue to demonstrate courage and profound
resilience.
Hmong-Miao in Asia International Workshop on the Hmong 2004 This volume
presents the most comprehensive collection of research on Hmong culture and
life in Asia yet to be published. It compliments the abundant material on the
Hmong diaspora by focusing instead on the Hmong in their Asian homeland.
The contributors are scholars from a number of different backgrounds with a
deep knowledge of Hmong society and culture, including several Hmong. The
first group of essays addresses the fabric of Hmong culture by considering
issues of history, language, and identity among the Hmong/Miao from Laos to
China. The second part introduces the challenges faced by the Hmong in
contemporary Thailand, Laos, and Vietnam. Nicholas Tapp is senior fellow in
anthropology at the Australian National University. Jean Michaud is associate
researcher in Asian studies at University de Montreal. Christian Culas is a
member of the National Center for Scientific Research in Marseille. Gary Yia
Lee is senior ethnic liaison officer for New South Wales.
Hmong Story Cloths Linda Gerdner 2015-06-28 Hmong story cloths provide a
visual documentation of the historical and cultural legacy of the Hmong people
from the country of Laos. The Hmong first began making the story cloths
during their time in refugee camps, and featured here are 48 vibrant story
cloths that provide a comprehensive look at their lives and culture. The
creation of a story cloth begins with the selection of fabric and images outlined
onto the fabric. Long satin stitches of multi-coloured threads fill in the image,
while details are applied with intricate satin stitches and borders pieced
together and hand-stitched. Topics include history, traditional life in Laos,
Hmong New Year, folk tales, and neighbouring people. The quality and
diversity of content of the story cloths build upon one another to provide a
holistic understanding of the Hmong culture and history. Augmented with
personal stories and artefacts, this book is perfect for history buffs and textile
artisans alike.
The Latehomecomer Kao Kalia Yang 2010-12-15 In search of a place to call
home, thousands of Hmong families made the journey from the war-torn
jungles of Laos to the overcrowded refugee camps of Thailand and onward to
America. But lacking a written language of their own, the Hmong experience
has been primarily recorded by others. Driven to tell her family’s story after her
grandmother’s death, The Latehomecomer is Kao Kalia Yang’s tribute to the
remarkable woman whose spirit held them all together. It is also an eloquent,
firsthand account of a people who have worked hard to make their voices

heard. Beginning in the 1970s, as the Hmong were being massacred for their
collaboration with the United States during the Vietnam War, Yang recounts
the harrowing story of her family’s captivity, the daring rescue undertaken by
her father and uncles, and their narrow escape into Thailand where Yang was
born in the Ban Vinai Refugee Camp. When she was six years old, Yang’s
family immigrated to America, and she evocatively captures the challenges of
adapting to a new place and a new language. Through her words, the dreams,
wisdom, and traditions passed down from her grandmother and shared by an
entire community have finally found a voice. Together with her sister, Kao
Kalia Yang is the founder of a company dedicated to helping immigrants with
writing, translating, and business services. A graduate of Carleton College and
Columbia University, Yang has recently screened The Place Where We Were
Born, a film documenting the experiences of Hmong American refugees. Visit
her website at www.kaokaliayang.com.
How Do I Begin? Andre Yang 2011 Hmong history and culture can be found in
the form of oral stories, oral poetry, textile art, and music but there is no written
account of Hmong life, by a Hmong hand, passed down through the centuries.
As an undergraduate, Burlee Vang experienced this void when he received
valuable advice from his English professor: "Write about your people. That
story has not been told. If you don't, who will?" How Do I Begin? is the struggle
to preserve on paper the Hmong American experience. In this anthology,
readers will find elaborate soul-calling ceremonies, a woman questioning the
seeming tyranny of her parents and future in-laws, the temptation of gangs
and drugs, and the shame and embarrassment of being different in a culture
that obsessively values homogeneity. Some pieces revisit the ghosts of war.
Others lament the loss of a country. Many offer glimpses into intergenerational
tensions exacerbated by the differences in Hmong and American culture.
History on the Run Ma Vang 2021-02-12 Ma Vang examines the experiences
of Hmong refugees who migrated to the United States following the secret war
in Laos (1961-1975) to theorize "history on the run" as a framework for
understanding refugee histories, in particular those of the Hmong.
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